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NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical 
Reports, Forms 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The 
Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary in 
the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information 
in circulation at the earliest possible time following its 
receipt, figures are in general show herein as reported. 
Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported 
figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (3). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes 
(disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, for 
injuries and fora few ‘specific diseases, These rates are” 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with 
corresponding ratesin annual and monthly reports. Such annu- 
al rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per 
thousand mean strength wich would occur over a year's time 
if the current week's experience continued for a year, 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more 
common communicable and certain other diseases of special in- 
terest. Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer 
communicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end 
of the weekper thousand strength as given in this report fur- 
nishesan approximation to the current non-effective rate. The 
mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given 
in the summry table for the total Unitéd States and for each 
of the Service Commands, 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 

Included in the report is a table listing the stations 
(having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbid- 
ity rates from all causes, from all diseases combined, from 
injuries and from a few specific diseases, Not infrequently, 
the excessively high rates of admission forall causes and 
for all diseases combined reported from reception centers re- 
flect a large number of venereal disease cases among newly 


inducted men, Therefore, more significant of high morbidity 


from disease are the rates of admission for disease excluding 
venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates 
are also shown inthe table, 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms 
of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds 
"available vacant." The number of beds "available vacant" is 
defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the correspond 
ing beds occupied. The number of beds "available vacant" for 
each Service Command is the total of the beds “available va- 
cant" for only those stations in which 80% of the total bed 
capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds in dispensaries, con- 
valescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college 
or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in 
addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of 
during the week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or other- 
wise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (in- 
cluding convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of the 
week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the 
hospital has convalescent facilities, the letters (CF) appear 
after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent 
for the most part discharges on account of disability. In the 
case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently ad- 
mitted to general hospitals in this country as transfers, there 
is shown for each hospital the net number transferred 
the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less dispostions by 
transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the 
number of battle casualties evacuated to the United States from 
overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 

In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind 
that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not 
reliable. For this reason the symbol (?) is placed after ad- 
mission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 

Where part or all of the current week's data for a part- 
icular station has not been received, the latest available fig- 
ures are substituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed 
after the name of the station, 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 3 MARCH 19h) 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 
CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
As indicated in the as on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from all diseases com- 
bined for the week ending 3 March 19) both decreased by about 5 percent as compared with the previous 


week, reflecting largely a corresponding decline in morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. In comparison 

with the admission rates for all causes and for all diseases combined for the corresponding week of 19)3, 
the current rates are about 25 percent lower. The admission rate from injury for the current week decrees 
ed slightly to 67 per thousand, continuing on the low level which has prevailed thus far in 19). 


Respiratory Causes: 
The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. for the week ending 3 March 19) was 20 per year per 


thousand (or about 12 percent lower than the preceding week) which is about 35 percent less than that re- 
corded for the corresponding week of February 1943. The admission rate from pneumonia remained at about 
the same level as during the preceding two weeks and was about 20 percent lower than during the corres- 
ponding week of 19);3. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

ew cases of measles and new cases of mumps increased by about 10 and 25 percent respectively to the | 
highest weekly totals reported in 19. New cases of scarlet fever decreased by about 20 percent. The 
number of new cases of the other communicable diseases shown in the following tables remained substant- 
ially the same as for the preceding week. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMANDS: 


All causes: Disease and zn jury: 
Substantial declines in morbidity from all causes and from all diseases combined were registered for 
the Seventh and Eighth Service Commands for the week ending 3 March 19h), chiefly because of lower mor- 


bidity from colds, influenza, etc. Only the First Service Command showed an appreciable increase in 
morbidity during the current week, the cause for which is discussed below. The Sixth Service Command 
continued to report the highest admission rate from all causes (almost 1060 per thousand), while the 
Fourth, Eighth, and Ninth Service Commands had the lowest morbidity (about 670 per thousand). 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING 3 MARCH 19h) 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CCONT’D) 


Respiratory Causes: 

e First, Sixth, and Ninth Service Commands reported slightly higher morbidity from colds, influenza, 
jetc. whereas all the other commands reported lower admission rates. The Seventh Service Command continued 
to report the highest admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. (55 per thousand), while the lowest 
morbidity from these causes (168 per thousand) was again reported by the Eighth Service Command. 
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Common Communicable Diseases: 
, e Second Service Command which had experienced the highest morbidity from venereal disease (exclud- 
ing EPTI cases) the preceding week, again reported a marked decline in admission from these causes. The 

increased numbers of new cases of measles reported by the First and Ninth Service Commands account for 
practically the entire increase in the total number of new measles cases in the country; the Fourth and 
Eighth Service Commands continued to show the largest numbers of new cases of measles (slightly more than 
half of the total). Almost every Service Command showed an increase in the number of new cases of mumps, 
but the Fourth Service Command continued to account for about one-third of the total new cases in the 
country. The increase in the admission rate from all causes and all diseases combined in the First Ser- 
vice Command, mentioned above, arose in large part from an outbreak of bacterial food poisoning at Bradley 
Field, Conn. (239 cases). 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS 
e to capacity as of 3 March 19 was reported at 38,000 or 2,000 more than at the end of 
the previous week. The number of beds occupied was about 168,000 or ,500 less than at the end of the 
previous week, while the number of "available vacant" beds increased to 139,000. There were 17 stations 
|with bed capacity of about 5,000 having no “available vacant" beds; included were no General Hospitals. 
On 3 March 194) there were 2,198 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 11 of which had 
presumably been acquired outside the United States. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining at the 
end of the week was reported at 16,91 while the number of tuberculosis cases remaining totaled 1,1). 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE 
During this year the non-effective rate has fluctuated within a narrow range around ],0 per thousand 
strength, or somewhat above the level prevailing during the early part of 193 (about 36 per thousand). 
This increase is due in large part to the increasing numbers of evacuees from overseas. For instance the 
non-effective rate for the week ending 3 March 194 is reduced from 39.) per thousand to 38.5 per thousand 
if days lost by battle casualties in General Hospitals are excluded. The reduction would obviously be eve: 
greater if days lost by Army patients evacuated because of disease and non-battle injury were excluded. 
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Week Ending 3 March 1944 


1-Shanks, Cpe, N. Y. 
1-Forrest, Cp., Tenn. 
1-Chaffee, Cp., Ark. 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROA 
(173) 


19-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
51-Chanute Fld., Ill. 
29-Kearns, Cp., Utah 
74-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 


GERMAN MEASLES (286) 


67-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
48-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
6-Buckley Fld., Colo. 
11-Crowder, Cp., Mo. 
17-Lowry Fld., Colo. 
20-Sioux Falls, AAF, S.D. 
26-Amarillo, AAB, Tex. 
29-Fannin, Cp., Tex. 
10-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp., 
Ark. 
12-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
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LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


DIPHTHSRIA (3) TYPHUS FEV"R (2) UNDULANT FEVER (1) 


1-Reynolds, Cp., Pa. 
1-McPherson, Ft., Ga. 
1-Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 


1-Orlando, AAF, Fla. 1-Harmon G.H., Tex. 


Delayed Reports: 


Week ending 2/25 
l-Marianna, AAF, Fla. 


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (14 MALTA FEVER (1) FILARIASIS (2) 


14-Carnegie Inst., 1-George Wright, Ft., 1-Van Dorn, Cp., Miss. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Wash. jl-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp., 
Ark. 


BACTERIAL FO@D POISONING 


(239) 
239-Bradley Fld., Conn. 


- 


JAUNDICE (40) 


1-Devens, Ft., Mass. 
1-Westover Fld., Mass. 
1-Kilmer, Cp., N. Je 
1-Monmouth, Ft., N. J. 
1-Shanks, Cp., N. Y, 
2-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
2-Richmond, AAB, Va. 
1-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
1-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
1-Bragg, Ft., N. C. 
1-Gordon, Cp., Gae 
2-Keesler Fld., Miss. 
1-McCain, Cp., Miss. 
1-McClellan, Ft., Ala. 
1-Maxwell Flid., Ala. 
1-Miss Ord., Plant, Miss 
1-Napier Fld., Ala. 
3-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
1-Thayer G. H., Tenn. 
1-Tyndall Fld., Fla. 
1-Ohio State Univ., ASTP 
Ohio 
l-Lowry Fld., Colo. 
1-Chaffee, Cp., Ark. 
1l-Gruber, Cp., Okla. 
l-Howze, Cp., Tex. 
l1-Livingston, Cp., La. 
l-Adair, Cp., Ore. 
1-Davis-Monthan Fld., 
Ariz. 
l-Haan, Cp., Calif. 
l1-Hammer Fld., Calif. 
2-Huachuca, Ft., Ariz. 
1-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 2/25 
l-Robert, Cp., Calif. 
1-Worden, Ft., Wash. 
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COCCIDICIDOMYCOSIS (16) 


2-Pickett, Cp., Vae 
1-March Fld., Calif. 
1-Marana, AAF, Ariz. 
1-Minter Fld., Calif. 
1-Pasadena Area S.H. 
Calif. 
1-San Luis Obispo, Cp., 
Calif. 
3-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 2/18 
3-Calif.-Ariz. Maneuver 
Area, Calif. 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 2/25 


3-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE FOUR WEEK PERIOD ENDING 25 FEBRUARY 1944 


PRISONERS OF WAR 


During the four week period ending 25 February 194, morbidity from all causes among prisoners of war was at 
the very low level of about 500 admissions per year per thousand strength, or only about 65 percent of that for 
U.S. troops in the continental United States during the same period. Correspondingly, morbidity from all diseases 
combined during January, at 15 per thousand strength, was only about 60 percent of that for U.S. troops in this 
country. As compared with January the admission rates for all causes and all diseases combined among prisoners 

of war were about 20 percent lower, reflecting chiefly decreased morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. The Feb- 
ruary admission rate for injury continued at about the same level as in the previous two months and was about 10 
percent higher than for U.S. troops in the continental United States 


The morbidity rate among German prisoners was higher than among Italian prisoners from both disease and 
injury. As in previous months the injury admission rate for Italian prisoners continued at a very low level 
{about 30 per thousand), whereas the rate for German prisoners was more than 3 times as high as for Italians and 
in fact was about 35 percent higher than for U.S. troops in the continental United States. 


Several spot studies made in connection with the high injury admission rates among German prisoners of war 
point to the general conclusion that this experience is the result of two distinct factors; first, the neture of 
the work in which the prisoners are engaged and second, their vigorous participation in athletic activities 
(notably soccer-football). In reference to the former, work in lumbering and forestry has resulted in a relative- 
ly large number of minor injuries, although the injury rate should not be considered as very high for the type of 
work involved. 


Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. among prisoners of war decreased from the rates of 238 and 182 per 
thousand in December and January respectively to the very low figure of 93 per thousand for February. This rate 
compares favorably with the lowest seasonal rates experienced by U.S. troops in summer months and is substantially 
below the present experience of our troops in this country (namely, about 275 per thousand). The markedly lower 
rates of admission from respiratory causes among prisoners of war account in large part for the much lower mor- 
bidity from disease of prisoners of war as compared with U.S. troops in the continental United States. An impor- 
tant reason for the lower morbidity from respiratory causes among prisoners is that their camps are predominately 
located in the Southern states which have not experienced as high morbidity from colds and influenza as the re- 
mainder of the country. Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. was at a somewhat higher rate for Italian prisoners 
than for Germans, the admission rates being 105 and 89 per thousand respectively. 
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In February there was only one case of diphtheria reported among prisoners of war; this continues the favor- 
able experience of January and contrasts with the record for the last quarter of 193 when sizeable numbers of 
cases were reported each month. Likewise the number of new cases of jaundice continued at a relatively low leve 
On the other hand the annual admission rate from malaria among prisoners of war (representing in February cases 
acquired outside of the United States only) increased for the second consecutive month to 52 per thousand, the 
highest thus far recorded. Morbidity from malaria was at a slightly higher rate among Italian prisoners than 
|among the Germans, the admission rates being 55 and 50 respectively. The admission rate for diarrhea and dysen-— 
tery continued at the seasonally low level of about 5 per thousand strength. All the other causes of admission | 
i considered in the following tables showed relatively small numbers of cases. 


The camps reporting the highest morbidity from all causes and from disease were: Cump Pickett, Va. (German 
Camp Sidnaw, Mich. (German), McClean, Texas (German), Ft. Lewis, Wash. (German) and Ft. 1D.A. Russell, Texas 
(German), all of which had rates of more than 2000 per thousand. Certain camps continue to have high admission” 
rates from injury: namely, Clinton, Miss. (German), Camp Gruber, Okla. (German) and McClean, Texas (German) all 
of which had rates of more than 300 per thousand in both January and February. 


The number of prisoners of war remaining under treatment in hospital at prisoner of war camps as of 25 Feb- 
ruary 191); and the corresponding rate per thousand strength are shown below. In contrast with the situation as 
of 28 January 19),); when there were about 3000 prisoner patients remaining in hospital in prisoner of war camps, 

ithe number remaining on 25 February was about 3300, or a 10 percent increase. In addition to the prisoners of — 
|war remaining under treatment in hospital in the prisoner of war camps, there were 536 prisoners remaining under 
treatment in other hospitals; of this number 59 were in General Hospitals. 


Number Prisoner Patients Remaining 


Remainin r 1000 strength 
German 2305 19 


Italian 978 20 
Japanese kh 35 


Total 3287 19 
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